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Under the background of global economy, urban growth considering the city center as basic 

development point has expanded all around the world; migration has become more and more popular 

and gradually has been the dominant contributor for urbanization growth. Sustainable, high-speed, 

ultra-conventional development of the social economy accelerated China's urbanization, most of 

Chinese cities witnessed rapid development period with the characteristic of urban expansion and 

population migration.  

These gradually increased built-up areas offered spaces for migration and the development of 

industries and offices. In turn, growth of the population and social economy promoted the extension of 

the city areas. As a result, we can put forward the hypothesis that population migration is essential for 

urban expansion, they are in close contact with each other. 

The main purpose of this article is trying to take Shanghai for example to investigate the inside 

relationship between population migration and urban expansion in order to determine the right way for 

urbanization and try to find out some ideas and suggestions for strengthening the managements of 

floating population and help the governments for better population policies. These can help to master 

the substance for the city development and lay the function for the harmonious development of cities 

and population. 

In this thesis, I summarized and generalized theories and models of population migration and urban 

expansion as well as some articles relating to the connections between them to get extended models 

and theories. Besides, I analyzed the historical evolution of migration and expansion process of 

Shanghai, using the theories and models before to research qualitatively and quantitatively on their 

relationships and connections, it is helpful in determining their rational size for the urban expansion for 

a city and making policies and managements for the population migration which can feedback for the 

promotion of the development of the theories and models. 

 
 

Barcelona, 16 de 09 de 2014 


