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Urban recycling of derelict industrial 
sites 

• Industrial heritage in Manchester 

• Distillery District in Toronto 

• Industrial heritage in Terrassa 



Interest in thesis theme 

The interest for this thesis is to headline the 
importance of preserving the industrial 
heritage and the different methods of its 
utilization. The research was carried out with 
the intension to show the variety of 
possibilities for use of formal industrial 
districts. The intension was to presented 
different approaches to resolving the problems 
of derelict industrial sites and the process of 
transformation of abandoned and endangered 
industrial heritage. As an example of good 
recycling process it will be present cases of 
reutilization of site and district to cultural, 
commercial and residential purpose. 



The premise  

The premise of the thesis is that the urban recycling 
of derelict industrial areas is indispensable for 
sustainable district development and conservation 
of industrial heritage and at the same time marks a 
new commitment to the transformation of 
abandoned industrial sites to new cultural, 
economic and environmental uses. The 
transformation of derelict industrial sites into public 
spaces represents a significant enhancement to the 
quality of life, an important raise of use of land and 
recognition of the great potential for economic 
development of the place. 

 



Objectives 

socio-cultural 

economic 

environmental 

Some specific line of investigation:  
 
• analysis of brownfield intervention 

sustainability,  
• opportunities of sustainability and social, 

economic and environmental benefit of 
recycled sites,  

• model of use the industrial heritage and its 
potential as economic development,  

•  importance of combining different economic 
strategies to redevelop derelict industrial 
sites. 



Methodology  

• The investigation was include the analysis of basic and specific 
objectives and analysis of economic policy related to the three case 
studies. The research methods is comprised of literature reviews, 
comparative and qualitative analyses and survey research related to 
the socio-economic redevelopment process of former industrial 
districts.  

• Methodology was consist of three parts: an introductory theoretical 
part with theoretical emphasis of urban recycling process and 
development of society and economy; the research part thought 
specific case studies with implementation of economic and social 
strategies; and the evaluation part with conclusions. It was 
researched a theoretical literature focusing on urban city recycling 
and ways of its implementation in the field of industrial heritage.  
 



Land recycling 

beneficial land 

decline 

derelict land 

urban 
intervention 



Sustainable development  



Challenges 
to land 

recycling 

market factors 

uncertainty 
and cost 

Environmental 
risks 

difficulty in 
obtaining 

project 
financing 

Complicated 
regulatory 

requirements 

Greenfields 
competition 



Urban recycling process of derelict 
industrial sites  



Brownfield 

• Within the thesis it was define the term derelict land and 
all related concepts in order to define the field of work. 
Derelict urban industrial sites present a resource to society 
when reintegrated into urban context.  

“Derelict site are previously developed land, which has a 
physical constraint caused by its previous use, which hampers 
its redevelopment or naturalization. It must not be ready for 
new development without remediation” (Urban Land Institute, 
2012) 
 
• Derelict land, according to the European Union, refers to 

“land so damaged by industrial or other developments that 
it is incapable of beneficial use without treatment”-. 
 



Brownfield redevelopment process  



Six goals for brownfield intervention  

Goals for Brownfield Interventions Area the goals relate to: 

1. Improve the Legibility of the City  Built Form: Urban Fabric 

2. Improve Urban Integration and Mobility Built Form: Urban Networks 

3. Green the City Natural resources: Nature, Air & Water 

4. Build Complete Communities Built Form: Mixed Use 

5. Mitigate the Impact of Urbanization Natural Resources: Land & Energy 

6. Deal with the Pre-Existing Pre - Existing 

 



 
Methods to evaluate the 
redevelopment process 

 
SGN's integrated framework  

 
1. Target Geographic Areas 

2. Identify Brownfield Sites in Each Area 

3. Characterize Brownfield Sites Based on Marketability 

4. Screen Sites for High Potential Community Benefits 

5. Evaluate Potential  Impacts of Redevelopment Alternatives 

6. Develop Strategy for Brownfield Redevelopment Activities 

 



 
SGN's integrated framework  

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RANKING CRITERIA Max. Point Value (Weight) 

Site Conditions 30 

Compatibility with Local Land Use Controls (Zoning Ordinance) 25 

Current Use Compatibility with Local Land Use Plans (Master Plan) 20 

Compatibility with Surrounding Land Uses 15 

Utility Infrastructure Capacity 10 

Telecommunications Infrastructure 10 

Transportation Infrastructure 10 

TOTAL AVAILABLE POINTS (LOCAL) 120 

 

COUNTY AUTHORITY FUNKING CRITERIA Max Point Value (Weight) 

Financial Incentives 40 

Environmental Risk and Compliance 30 

Land Re-Use Preferences 20 

Labour Resources 10 

Market Conditions 10 

TOTAL AVAILABLE POINTS (REGIONAL) 110 

 



Economic and social redevelopment 
of recycled site 



Urban recycling of industrial derelict 
sites through case studies  



The Distillery District in Toronto 



Manchester Industrial heritage 



Industrial Heritage of Terrassa 



Public evaluation and survey in 
Terrassa 

Do you think that the industrial heritage is increased the potential for tourism development in the city? 

Do you think that the industrial heritage is improving the city's economy? 
 

Are you satisfied with the way of the use and availability of 
the industrial heritage of the city? At what level? 



Conclusions 

In the end, the community benefits and the economies fall into place — sometimes 
more so than imagined. 

According to the objectives of this thesis Key Strategic aims for 
redevelopment for derelict industrial site may be grouped as: 
• Provide an attractive and secure place to live, work and visit; 
• Safeguard and protect the valuable built heritage;  
• Develop a sustainable residential and business community; 




