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What is a "Green City", the development of this research work will focus on clear guidelines to identify 
indicators that allow us to define a city as green city, or establish criteria in a certain way to determine 
how a city should be considered green in a more methodological way, based on experience and starting 
point, both successes and failures that have occurred in the case of six cities worldwide, which have 
been chosen for being representative examples of development in different fields and that have earned 
them international recognition. 
This research aims to turn it into a tool for comparative analysis of cities and a source of information and 
advice for anyone who wants more information on how to identify or define green cities. This tool focuses 
entirely on urban governance and the approach taken to achieve sustainable urban planning. 
 
As we propose to be able to achieve the objectives set, we base on a comparative analysis of six 
different cities, which are recognized as green cities, or ecological cities, chosen from a diverse range 
seeking to vary either by their geographical location, territorial extension and population. Existing among 
other factors, what we seek is to counteract different carried out in order to later be able to extract from 
each one of them the common factors or indicators on which significant achievements or advances have 
been made to make them more sustainable cities, fit for life and that have led to international recognition. 
 
The research focuses on several topics: in the field of transport, in the field of housing, in the field of 
urban planning, in the field of the environment, in the field of renewable energies and other measurable 
factors that allow identifying with clarity the progress or scope in terms of mitigation measures that these 
cities have implemented. 
 
Objective: 
Comparing and analyzing the various measures taken by the six green cities and the outcomes obtained, 
carry out a comparative analysis and turn it into a tool to provide more information for identifying and 
defining green cities. Obtain the indicators that allow defining a city as green: emission reduction, 
sustainable mobility plans, green rings, air quality, noise pollution, waste management, land use, housing 
and urban planning. 
 
The starting hypothesis that will be subject to change as the research phase develops is defined as: The 
reduction of polluting gas emissions is the main characteristic or the main component that defines a 
green city; over sustainable mobility plans, green rings, air quality, noise pollution and waste 
management. 
 
METHODOLOGY: through extensive reading of literature, by authors who in one way or another have 
addressed these issues, allow us to interpret and identify to a greater degree the local measures 
implemented by each city by its local governments, once we have been able to carry out this 
identification of measures, through the implementation and activation of these measures, we will be able 
to present the results achieved by each city in a clear and comprehensive manner, one of the key steps 
of this work is to be able to transform the results into indicators that are calculated quantitatively, and 
then in a second step perform analysis and compare each indicator, giving a real vision of what is 
happening in each city. Therefore, to be able to structurally summarize and compare the existing links 
between each of these indicators and measures, and the results that they have provided, and how these 
could be replicated in other cities with characteristics similar to those analyzed within the research work. 
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